MAY 2]                      ST ATHANASIUS, B. D.                          447

deprived the emperor of all pretexts for hindering or delaying it. Con-
stantius had also upon his hands an unsuccessful war against the Persians,
and dreaded the threats of a civil war from his brother. Therefore he
wrote thrice to the holy prelate, entreating him to hasten his return to
Alexandria. St Athanasius, at the request of Constans, went first to him,
then residing in Gaul, and probably at Milan, and thence to Rome, to
take leave of Pope Julius and his church. He took Antioch on his way
home, where he found Constantius, who treated him with great courtesy,
and only desired that he would allow the Arians one church in Alexandria.
The saint answered that he hoped that, in that case, the same favour might
be granted to the Catholics at Antioch who adhered to Eustathius; but
this not being relished by the Arians, Constantius insisted no longer on
that point, but recommended Athanasius, in very strong term's, to his
governors in Egypt. In the meantime, the zealous and pious emperor
Constans was treacherously slain by Magnentius, in Gaul, in January 350.
Nevertheless, Constantius restored Athanasius, who immediately assembled
a council at Alexandria, and confirmed the decrees of that of Sardica.
St Maximus did the same in a numerous synod at Jerusalem. Many
Arian bishops on this occasion retracted their calumnies against the holy
man, and also their heresy, among whom were Ursacius and Valens:
but they soon ^eturned to the vomit.

Magnentius usurped the empire in Italy, Gaul, and Africa, and
Vetrannio in Pannonia. Constantius marched into the West against them,
He made himself master of Vetranmo's person by a stratagem, and his
army defeated Magnentius near Mursa, in Pannonia, in 351, and that
tyrant fell soon after by his own sword. Whilst Constantius resided at
Sirmium, in 351, a council was held in that city, consisting chiefly of
oriental bishops, most of them Arians. Photinus, bishop of that see,
who renewed the heresy of Sabellius, and affirmed Christ to be no more
than a mere man, having been already condemned by two councils at
Milan, was here excommunicated, deposed, and banished by the emperor.
The profession of faith drawn up in this synod is commonly esteemed
orthodox, and called the first confession of Sirmium. The Arians had
never ceased to prepossess the credulous emperor against Athanasius,
whose active zeal was their terror; and that prince was no sooner at liberty,
by seeing the whole empire in his own hands, than he began again to
persecute him. He procured him to be condemned by certain Arian
bishops at Aries in 353, and again at Milan in 355, where he declared
himself his accuser, and banished the Catholic bishops who refused to
subscribe his condemnation, as SS. Eusebius of Vercelli, Dionysius of
Milan, Paulinus of Triers, &c. He sent a chamberlain to obtain of
Pope Liberius the confirmation of this unjust sentence; but he rejected
the proposal with indignation, though enforced with presents and threats.